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Kansas!
A bit of history:

• The state’s first death penalty law was abolished by the legislature on January 30, 1907; for that 
reason, January 30 is celebrated by KCADP as Abolition Day in Kansas.

• The state had no death penalty until 1935, when a new statute became law, likely impacted by 
criminals like Bonnie & Clyde and Pretty Boy Floyd roamed the Midwest.  Hanging was the 
method of death.

• The last executions in Kansas took place on June 22, 1965

• In 1972 the Supreme Court struck down the death penalty since it could not agree on fair & 
humane

• In 1976 the Supreme Court determined death penalty was not unconstitutional if states followed 
certain procedural reforms including a two-phase trial and automatic appeals.  

• It took Kansas 18 years – 1994 – before then Governor Joan Finey neither vetoed nor signed the 
bill

• Since July 1, 2004 the harshest sentence for murder under Kansas law is life in prison        
without parole.
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Kansas Law
The state of the death penalty in KS

The Law Now

• The law passed in 1994 by a slim margin and narrows the death penalty to murders in 
different categories and under certain circumstances 

• The law prohibits death sentences for people under 18 at the time of the crime or who 
are mentally retarded.

• There are two phases to the prosecution, 1 to determine guilt or innocence, and 1 
to decide penalty,  considering mitigating or aggravating circumstances

• Upon conviction, the case is automatically reviewed by the Kansas Supreme Court.
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Kansas Process

Changing the Law In Kansas
•Ending the death penalty in Kansas requires that the House and 
Senate pass a legislation to repeal with a simple majority:

o63 votes in the House

o21 in the Senate
 
•The Governor can veto the legislation but is not required to sign the bill 
for it to become law.  The legislature can override a veto

•In 2010, the Kansas State Senate debated a bill to repeal the death 
penalty and it was narrowly defeated in a 20 – 20 tie vote

So, what is our road ahead?
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The Kansas Strategy

Inside
Outside
Strategy

Lobbyists Activists

Legislators
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The Kansas Strategy

You
Legislator

Thursday, March 14, 13



The Kansas Strategy

Lobbying takes TIME!
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The Kansas Strategy

NO!!! Maybe YES!!

Time to determine where the legislator is and time 
to move them to YES
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The Kansas Strategy

LOCAL 
ACTIVIST WHO 
LIVES IN 
DISTRICT

LEGISLATOR IN THEIR 
OFFICE
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The Kansas Strategy

TOO MUCH WORK TO GET EVERY DISTRICT
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The Kansas Strategy

Information 
from 
lobbyists

Pressure
From local activists
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Getting Your Points Across!

Repetition, repetition, repetition…..repetition….
         

• What’s up with the number 3?

• And how about the “Rule of Seven”?
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Kansas Messaging

What Moves Kansans?
 Areas of messaging that can be effective in Kansas:
• Preventing victims’ families from reliving trauma
• Ensure just application of the law to every case
• Protect innocent people from being executed for 

crimes they did not commit
• Not a deterrent (lower crime rates in states without the 

dp)
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Outreach to Policymakers

The Who and the How!
 Approaching policymakers:
 What do we know?
 What matters?
 Who matters?
 Avoiding the edge!
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Communications Vehicles
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Outreach to Others

 Approaching opinion-makers and activists:

• Who do I know that can help?
• How might each help?
• How do I set priorities?
• How do I decide my method of contact?
• What is the “ask”?
• How do I follow up?
• Who needs to know what? 
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Next Steps

Make your plan

• Do I know what I need to know to help?
• If not, where do I go for the assistance I need?
• What’s my message or messages?
• What is the best vehicle for communicating?
• What information should I relay and who needs to 

know?
• What else can I or others I know do to help?
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KCADP Team

 Mary Sloan, Executive Director: 785.608.7229

 Jennifer Baysinger, Organizer, Wichita: 316.312.3689 

 Kristin Bollig, Organizer, Topeka: 785.235.0214

 Mike Fonkert, Organizer, Kansas City Area: 913.230.6643

 Maria Cuevas, Admin. Coordinator: 785.235.2237

 Coalition office in Topeka

785-235-2237, P.O Box 2065

Topeka, KS 66601-2065
  KCADP Chair: Donna Schneweis & Carolyn Zimmerman, KCADP Lobbyist
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