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Kansas House Holds Hearing on the
Death Penalty!
On March 15th, the Kansas House took
a great step toward abolition by holding
an informational hearing on the death
penalty. It has been several years since
the House has heard new information on
the death penalty, and this year’s
hearing was a great opportunity for
KCADP to educate legislators on the
harmful effects of the death penalty.
The Kansas Senate held hearings on
abolition legislation in 2009 and 2010.
In 2010, the abolition bill nearly passed
the Senate on 20-20 vote.

House Committee on Federal and
State Affairs.
During the hearing the committee
room was packed with abolition
supporters from across the state who
were all wearing stickers to show the
legislators the overwhelming support
Kansans have for abolition.
“In the majority of cases involving contested issues I left the
courtroom uttering the phrase,
‘God I hope I got that one right.’”
-Judge Steve Becker

Ben Jefferies, Tim O’Brien and Jason Hering of
Lawrence after the hearing

The March 15th hearing was hosted by
the House Committee on Corrections
and Juvenile Justice, the same
committee that introduced HB 2323 last
session. HB 2323 would repeal the
death penalty and replace it with a
sentence of life without parole. That
abolition bill is currently pending in the
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The hearing lasted about an hour, and
nine people spoke in support of
abolition. Those speakers represented
the wide range of support for
abolition, and included the families of
murder victims, a former U.S.
prosecutor, a retired judge and faith
leaders.
KCADP Board Vice Chair Ron Wurtz
was the first to speak, and he focused
his testimony on the risk of executing
an innocent person. Wurtz told the
committee about Eddie Lowery, who
was wrongfully convicted of a felony
in Kansas in the 1980s. Referencing
Lowery’s case, Wurtz said, “Kansas
has made mistakes, and Kansas will
continue to periodically convict the
innocent because the criminal justice
system is a human system with many
opportunities for errors.”
Wurtz was followed by Kristi Smith, a
KCADP board member whose father
was murdered in 1978. Smith spoke
about her journey to reconciliation
after the loss of her father. Smith told
the committee that “reconciliation is a
key part of healing” for many murder
victim family members.
(Continued on page 3)

From the Board Chair…
by Donna Schneweis
These are exciting times in Kansas abolition work! In
the past six months, we had the very successful Rally
for Repeal, flooded the Governor’s office with calls in
support of abolition, and had a standing room only
crowd at the informational hearing on the death
penalty! KCADP members have contacted their
legislators, sent letters to the editor to papers across the
state, and helped us host presentations to faith
communities and local organizations. These are
significant achievements!
These successes happened because of YOU:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

If you contacted your legislators, thank you!
If you were at the hearing as a conferee or
supporter, thank you!
If you wrote a letter to the editor, thank you!
If you contacted the Governor’s office, thank you!
If you invited us to speak to a group in your
community, thank you!
If you gave us referrals to other people to invite
into the abolition community, thank you!
If you sent a financial donation, thank you!
If you helped as a volunteer with tabling, phone
banks or packet assembly, thank you!
If you passed on a link to a KCADP Facebook post
so someone else could learn more, thank you!

While students and teachers are now dreaming of
summer, and legislators thinking about door to door
campaigns, we know that the work for abolition must
keep going strong. It is vital that we keep expanding
our educational efforts and growing our base of
support across the state.
At the hearing, a proponent of the death penalty said
that the majority of Kansans support the death penalty.
We must create enough momentum that the
legislators and the Governor hear loud and clear
that abolition is the will of Kansans.
Each of us working together CAN build that
momentum. What can you contribute as we move
into this summer so that the public policy makers
find the resolve to end the Kansas death penalty?
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KCADP Hires Wichita
Based Organizer
KCADP would like to welcome our newest
staff member––Jennifer Baysinger!
Jennifer joined the KCADP team in March
as the Wichita Area Organizer. Jennifer
has been a business owner and ministry
leader in the Wichita area for over 15
years. She has strong relationships with a
variety of key constituents including faith
leaders, law enforcement and
conservatives. She studied communications
at Wichita State University, and currently
lives near Andover with her husband and
three sons. Jennifer has been an active
volunteer with KCADP and is looking
forward to bringing her organizing skills to
our team full time.

Jennifer can be reached at (316) 312-3689 or
Jennifer@ksabolition.org
Ben Jefferies will be continuing in his role
at KCADP. Ben will continue his work
with faith community outreach, and will be
focused on organizing in northeast Kansas.
Ben can be reached at (785) 235-0214 or
ben@ksabolition.org
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Hearing in the House

Continued from page 1…

Smith was able to help bring herself some peace after
losing her father by meeting one of the men involved in
his death while he was serving his prison term.

more significant in a death penalty case, where a
mistake could led to the execution of an innocent
person.

Celeste Dixon, Larned, spoke about her mother’s
murder, and her experience with the execution process.
Dixon’s mother was murdered in Texas in 1986 while
Dixon was serving in the military.
During the trial,
Dixon told the committee that she began to see that the
murderer’s execution would just continue the cycle of
violence.
She was
particularly impacted when
the trial concluded and the
man was sentenced to death.

John Todd, Wichita, also testified on the flaws in our
criminal justice system. Todd, who has worked with
Americans for Prosperity and the Wichita Pachyderm
Club, focused on a libertarian political perspective as he
spoke about the mistakes that can happen in a criminal
trial.

Members of the Kansas faith
community also testified in
support of abolishing the death
penalty. Michael Schuttloffel,
“I saw the man’s mother
the Executive Director of the
standing in the hallway
Kansas Catholic Conference,
outside the court room,
spoke about the Catholic
sobbing,” Dixon said. “My
Church’s position on the death
family and I had just heard
penalty, saying that “Capital
that the man who killed our
punishment should not be used
mother would die, but this
when its negative effects
woman had just heard that her
outweigh whatever positive
effects it might h ave.”
son was going to die.”
Schuttloffel also voiced support
Carolyn Zimmerman was the Conferees from left to right: Rev. John Kreidler, Shawn
for alternatives to the death
final family member of a Streepy, Celeste Dixon, Steve Becker, Kristi Smith, Ron
penalty,
such as life without
murder victim to address the Wurtz and Carolyn Zimmerman. Not Pictured: John
parole,
stating that “the
committee.
Zimmerman’s Todd, Michael Schuttloffel
alternative is to keep them in
father was murdered in 1969, and the perpetrator was
prison for the rest of their natural lives...itself no small
never caught. Zimmerman spoke on behalf of Murder
penalty.”
Victims for Reconciliation of Kansas (MVFR), whose
members “share the same surprising conclusion that
Reverend John Kreidler, Bishop’s Associate in the
their anger and initial desire for revenge will never give
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, testified to
the ELCA’s strong support for abolition. As part of his
them peace.”
testimony, Rev. Kreidler submitted an ecumenical letter
The day also included testimony from members of the
supporting abolition of the death penalty to the
legal community. Shawn Streepy, a retired federal
committee. The letter has been
prosecutor, discussed his
For up-to-date news about the campaign signed by 324 faith leaders
experiences with federal
representing a variety of faith
follow KCADP on Twitter @KSabolition
death penalty cases. Streepy
traditions in Kansas.
also spoke about the very
serious problem of how inconsistently the death penalty
Overall it was a successful day for supporters of
is applied to cases. Steve Becker, a retired judge from
abolition! Whether you helped with the hearing,
Reno County, also testified in opposition to the death
contacted your legislator and the Governor, served as a
penalty. Judge Becker said that in his 26 years as a
phone bank volunteer, or proudly shared your support
judge he rarely felt he was absolutely certain about a
of abolition with your friends and family, you played a
key part in the effort to repeal the Kansas death
decision in a case.
penalty. Thank you for all that you do!
“In the majority of cases involving contested issues,” he
said, “I left the courtroom uttering the phrase, ‘God I
hope I got that one right.’” Judge Becker told the
committee that this same type of uncertainty is even
A 5 0 1 ( C ) ( 3 ) O R G A NI Z A T I O N
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Spotlight on an Abolitionist: Brian Pack
Brian Pack is a current law enforcement officer and a member of KCADP
When Brian Pack was in high school he witnessed a violent, possibly race-related altercation taking place in a park
in suburban Kansas City. He was on his way to a Boy Scouts meeting with his mother. According to Brian, “at
that moment as a 14 or 15 year old, I thought there wasn’t much I could do.”
His desire to be in a position to help people led Brian to a career in law enforcement. He has been serving as a
police officer in the Kansas City area for eight years now, the past five as a field training officer evaluating new
officers after they finish the police academy.
But Brian has also been busy studying. After serving for a couple
of years, he began working toward his master’s degree at the
University of Missouri-Kansas City. It was there Brian decided
that law enforcement should use the best evidence-based
practices and that policy should be crafted around what has
proven to make communities safe. The death penalty simply does
not make the cut.

It’s just too big of a mess in the end”

“

-Brian Pack on why he opposes the death
penalty as a law enforcement officer

“It’s just too big of a mess in the end” says Pack, “It does not have a
deterrent effect, there is a long legal process and the huge cost.”
Brian also knows that legal guilt is often not certain at the time of
arrest. “You pass the responsibility to decide along to a judge or a
jury. But are these human actors good enough to make the
decision to kill someone or not?”

April 23

On April 23rd, 1994, Governor Finney
allowed the Kansas death penalty to become
law without her signature.
This April 23rd, let’s remember what
Kansas was like without the death penalty
and work towards getting rid of it again.

The Challenge:
On April 23rd recruit one friend to join
the campaign to end the Kansas death
penalty.
Sign them up at
www.ksabolition.org or have them fill out
the form on the back of this newsletter.

Many continue to point to the death penalty as a deterrent to violent crime. But as a police officer, Pack has seen
first-hand that most people aren’t thinking about the consequences when they commit crimes. According to Pack,
“Nobody is thinking about if I am going to prison or how many months I
will be there when they make those decisions. I have regular contact
with people who say ‘I wasn’t thinking 15 minutes ahead, let alone
months.’”
As a police officer, Pack is very much aware of “Use of Force” policies,
which allow law enforcement officers, and in some cases citizens, to use
more forceful means to defend themselves if their lives are at risk. In
light of these policies, Pack finds the death penalty “hypocritical because
all laws governing use of force value life specifically. How can that
square with the death penalty? There is no emergency, it’s just
punishment.”
Abolitionists came from all parts of the State Instead, Pack would rather see Kansas repeal the death penalty and
to support repeal at the hearing. Sam Snyder replace it with a sentence of life without parole. “To me, the prospect of
(left) came from Berryton and Elaine Jones living the rest of my life knowing I would never again experience
drove all the way from Matfield Green.

freedom is a worse punishment than death.”
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Study Reinforces the Inconsistent
Application of the Death Penalty
A new study on the death penalty is shedding light on one of its biggest
flaws––how inconsistently it is applied to similar cases.
The study, which was conducted by Stanford law professor John Donohue,
examined the use of the death penalty in Connecticut. After examining more
than 4,600 murders committed between 1973 and 2007, Donohue found that
the “Connecticut system haphazardly singles out a handful [of defendants]
for execution from a substantial array of horrible murders” and that Bill Lucero (Topeka) and Rev. Thea
Nietfeld (Salina) after the hearing.
“arbitrariness and discrimination are defining features” of Connecticut’s
death penalty.
It isn’t news that those same problems are also widespread in Kansas’ death
penalty. A 2004 report by the Kansas Judicial Council Death Penalty
Advisory Committee found that the Kansas death penalty is inconsistently
applied across the state. The Kansas report found that numerous factors can
lead to this disparity, including local politics, the local prosecutor’s personal
preference, or the cost and time it takes to prosecute a capital case.
Kansas death sentences also vary greatly depending on geography. Nearly
half of the 13 death sentences since 1994 have been handed down in one
county––Sedgwick. While Wyandotte County has seen 20 cases that could
be charged as capital crimes, there have been zero death sentences. Of the
12 cases in Sedgwick County that could have been charged as capital crimes,
six have received death sentences. The 2004 Kansas report found that “a
capital defendant in Sedgwick County is much more likely to receive a death
sentence than a capital defendant in Wyandotte County.” The bottom line in
Kansas is that where a person lives has more of an impact on whether they
will be sentenced to death than other factors in the crime.
When similar cases see drastically different sentences because of factors like
location, that simply isn’t justice for the victims or their families. By
replacing the death penalty with life without parole, we can ensure that the
law is justly and uniformly applied to every case, no matter where the crime
occurred.
Further Reading:
John J. Donohue. "CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN CONNECTICUT, 1973-2007: A
COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION FROM 4686 MURDERS TO ONE
EXECUTION" 2011
Available at: http://works.bepress.com/
john_donohue/87
Kansas Judicial Council. “Report of the Death Penalty Advisory Committee”,
(November 2004). Available at: www.kansasjudicialcouncil.org/
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3 Ways You Can Help
Bring Kansas Closer
to Abolition
Join the KCADP
email list
You’ll receive news updates,
upcoming events, and
information about actions you
can take to support abolition.
Sign up by emailing
info@ksabolition.org or by
submitting the online form at
www.ksabolition.org/join.

Organize a speaking
event
KCADP has a number of
speakers who would love to
come and present to faith and
civic organizations in Kansas.
Email info@ksabolition.org
for more info.

Donate
Even a small contribution can
help KCADP host an
educational event, make phone
calls to KCADP members, or
print materials like this
newsletter. You can donate
online at www.ksabolition.org/
donate or mail your donation
to KCADP, P.O. Box 2065,
Topeka, KS 66601
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www.ksabolition.org
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Find us on FACEBOOK!
www.facebook.com/kcadp

If you want to receive your newsletter via email, please use the form below. If you enjoy the newsletter and
want to support the anti-death penalty effort financially, please use the form below to send a donation.
Make checks out to: KCADP. Our address is: P.O. Box 2065, Topeka, KS 66601. We thank you for your support!
KCADP now accepts PayPal! Visit our new website at www.ksabolition.org to contribute today!
Please send my newsletter by email:

I would like to donate to KCADP:
ENCLOSED FIND $ __________________

NAME: ____________________________________
NAME: _____________________________
EMAIL: ____________________________________
STREET ADDRESS __________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________
CITY: ______________________________
CITY: ______________________________________
COUNTY:___________________________________
ZIPCODE:___________________________________
Phone: _____________________________________

ZIPCODE:___________________________
PLEASE SEND ME A TAX RECEIPT

____

(Please note that we are a 501c3 not for profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible.)

